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Holiday Decoration Contest Winners

Group Decoration - Cul de Sac at the eastern section of
San Luis (in front of 2419-2422)

Pool - Sierra MadreSpecial Effects - 518 Catalina, Gary and Dorothy Biddinger

Creative Use of Lights - 517 Catalina, Holly Spangler

SANTA SHUTTLE

HOLIDAY CRAFT FAIR AND BAKE SALE

 The CERT sponsored Santa Shuttle was held on December 
12. Residents were driven around Del Tura to enjoy the lights 
and to see the winners of the Holiday and Home and Pool 
Decorating Contests. All enjoyed the goody bags provided 
by CERT.

Thank you to Bertie Dugo and her team:
Linda and Larry Bistricky, Karen and Jim Miller,

Carol Umberger, and Joe Furlong.

 This year’s craft fair and bake 
sale were a huge success! Thank 
you to Darlene Fincham and all the 
volunteers who worked so hard to 
keep Del Tura’s Christmas Craft Fair 
the best around! A special thank you to 
our Bake Sale chairs, Beth Wilkerson, 
Mary Jane Wolf and Debby Peck.
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS ELECTION  By Ruth Ann Blevins

 As of publication, eight Del Tura residents have 
declared their candidacy for the upcoming election.
 These candidates will be vying for the three three-
year seats and two of the vacancies that need to be 
filled. Both are one-year terms. The three candidates 
receiving the most votes will be elected to the three-
year seats; the next two candidates with the most votes 
will be elected to the one-year seats. Membership 
dues MUST be paid by Friday, January 13, 2023 to be 
eligible to vote; one vote per household. Ballots will 
be mailed January 19, 2023.
 Candidates’ bios and photos (where available) are 
below (in alphabetical order):

Irma Bankelant
 Irma has lived in the community for six months. 
Received a BA in Communications from the University 
of Colorado, major in Mass Communication; wrote for 
two wire services; served as guardian ad litem; wrote 
for Mt Bell International Newspaper.

Dorothy Cook
 I have lived in Del Tura at 
my current address for eight 
years. I have worked with 
management of different 
agencies selling computer 
networks to schools and 
government. I also worked 
for Hallmark Corporation 
as a supervisor in the field 
with 27 accounts, working 
with many different store 
managers and corporate 
managers. I am involved 
in many groups in Del Tura: Nine Hole Women’s 
Golf Association as secretary; have been secretary of 
F.I.S.H. and am now Vice President; served on golf 
tournaments and worked for the craft fair. I enjoy 
people and it would be my pleasure to be on the HOA 
Board and help the community.

Darlene Fincham
 I have lived in Del Tura 
for six years. I was appointed 
to the Board to fill a vacancy. 
I also serve as the Treasurer. 
I have 40+ years in various 
office duties – accounts 
payable, accounting side 
of system conversions, 
vendor/customer service. 
I have served as chair of 
the Craft Fair, Policy and 
Procedures Committee, 
Statutory Committee and 
the Grounds Committee. I would like to continue to 
be part of the solution with the focus being on the 
residents.

Debra (Debbie) Gianino
 I have lived in Del Tura 
for 11 years. I was a business 
owner in Michigan for 25 
years; a property, Manager 
in Hudson, Florida for over 
18 years and served as a 
board director on the condo 
association for 9 years. 
 I completed three years 
community college and two 
years for my art degree.
 I feel I would be an asset 
to the Del Tura residents by 
listening to their needs and helping when needed. I 
will follow the laws and guidelines written. Let’s get 
back to helping our neighbors and getting along.

Nuno Hilton
 I have lived in Del Tura for one year. My background 
consists of Hospitality and Community B.A. Degree; 
Motivational Speaker and Activist; Activities Director; 
Team Building and Partnership.
 I would love to be a part of the success for all Del 
Turians. To be able to be the voice for the people in 
the community.
 To be able to bring fresh ideas and activities to our 
community. Volunteer any way I can.

Lori McFerrin
 I have lived in Del Tura for one year. 
I have served on the PTO Board. I have 
worked as a CMA in the medical field 
for 38 years. I was very active in my 
groups and organizations. I was involved 
with two major fundraisers during this 
time. My husband, Bill and I, did a lot 
of research before moving to Del Tura. 
We love our community, this is home 
and I want to be part of the community, 
not just live here. I would like the chance 
to continue to make this community as 
great as it can be.

Marianne O’Malley
 I have lived 
in Del Tura 
since August, 
2010 and at 
current address 
six (6) years. 
I have a BS in 
Education from 
the University of 
Massachusetts 
as well as many 
credits toward a 
Masters in Art. I 
want to serve on the HOA Board to help 

rebuild the community into a pristine park, keeping 
our standards up top 100 percent in all areas. I believe 
as a community, together we can foster kindness and 
caring among the residents. We (HOA) need to be 
transparent and allow residents to be informed.

David Tomaszewski
 I have lived in Del Tura 
for three years. I have served 
on the Board for two years; 
I would like to continue to 
serve and follow through 
on my involvement. Former 
member of the Grounds 
Committee and currently 
the liaison to the Grounds 
Committee. My background 
for most of my years have 
been management in 
different venues – store 
manager for 16 years in retail clothing; automotive 
production for 15 years; youth coach/coordinator 
to an assistant manager for 16 years. I would like to 
continue to serve and help make Del Tura once again 
beautiful.

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
PAINTING NEEDS

518-572-8087
RYANWATERBURY23@YAHOO.COM
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 I want to thank my fellow directors who made sure 
the HOA Board ran smoothly for the last six weeks 
while I have been in Chicago. 
 Vice President, Art Keen, stepped right up to keep 
things going when I found out I had to leave on very 
short notice. The entire board has taken on additional 
tasks and worked very diligently to make sure events 
and meetings proceeded flawlessly. Thank you, thank 
you, thank you.
 During the time I was not physically in the 
community I have been able to keep up on board 
business, events, and meetings between phone calls, 

videoed meetings, Facebook, and emails. I feel that 
I am up to speed and ready to step back into my 
position as President for the next two months. 
 The Del Tura Homeowners Association board of 
directors’ annual elections are coming up in February. 
I would like to ask you to please take the time to 
meet and talk with the declared candidates. These 
residents are stepping up to serve the community. In 
my opinion, no matter who wins, all the candidates 
are winners for volunteering their time and services 
to improve our community. If you are interested in 
running for a director’s seat, you have until January 

11th to turn in an official application. Daniel Cruz 
is our Nomination Committee Chair. Daniel can be 
contacted at 239-731-7243 if you have questions on the 
election process. You must be a paid HOA member to 
run for a director’s seat.
 Most importantly, please VOTE when you receive 
your election packet. You have the opportunity to 
choose the HOA board members who work for you. 
 I am wishing you a Happy New Year, and I look 
forward to seeing you around the community.

PRESIDENT’S KORNER 

SUGGESTION BOX
 In addition to the suggestion boxes in the Starlight Ballroom 
and the HOA Office, you can email your suggestions to us at 
DTHOASuggestionBox@gmail.com. Please include your NAME, 
STREET ADDRESS and PHONE NUMBER along with the issue 
you would like the HOA to address.
 Briefly describe your issue/concern and any possible solutions. 
You will be notified when your suggestion is brought before the 
BOD, and what actions will be taken regarding it.
 By sharing your concerns with us you can help continue to make Del Tura our piece of paradise!
 Your HOA Board of Directors

By Lisa Bellanca, President - Board of Directors

Family Owned & Operated
Since 2014

Don’t let the heat get you down,
let us keep you cool all year long!

Whether you need a tune-up, repair or a new AD
systems, Purtz Air Service will make sure your
home is ready to keep you cool all year long!

• INSTALLS   • SERVICE   • REPAIRS
• MAINTENANCE

• AFTER-HOURS PRIORITY
SERVICE

PURTZ AIR SERVICE ~ 239-340-8852

ASK ABOUT OUR SERVICE
AGREEMENT PLANS

IS IT TIME FOR A NEW 
AC SYSTEM?

Save money by maintaining your system with regular
Check-ups. Get added benefits like part discounts,
priority after hours service and more. We have some
of the lowest cost plans out there so give us a call!

Count on our AC experts to ensure your system keeps you cool all year long. 
Our trained professionals service all brands, so call today to keep your system 
cooling at its peak efficiency.

It might be time for a new system if your old unit is over 
10 years old, needs frequent repairs, makes lot
of noise or your energy bills are going up. Get a new 
high efficiency system at a great price from us!

**FAST & FREE ESTIMATES**

AIR CONDITIONER
REPAIR SERVICE CALL

10% OFF $10 OFF $100 OFF

MAINTENANCE
TUNE-UP

NEW HVAC SYSTEM
INSTALLATION

& NO TRIP CHARGE WITH REPAIR!
New Customers Only Please.

No waiting – same day service.
Honest assessments with low prices.

COMPLETE SYSTEM CHECK-UP!
New Customers Only Please.

Package Units Reg. - $50
Split Systems Reg. - $65

NEW INSTALLS – Includes unit &
heater on existing pad and electric. 
Call for fast same day installation.
(Based on equipment availability)
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CRAFTIN’ IN “THE HOOD”
 Come join us on Tuesdays, after coffee until 
about 3:00, in the Starlight Ballroom. We quilt, 
knit, crochet, spin wool, and do other various 
crafts. We all work on our own projects, but 
occasionally have a class to learn a technique. 

Bring your own equipment and supplies. If you 
bring a sewing machine, bring an extension cord 
as the outlets are few and far between. For more 
information, call Wendy Wells at 309-264-9147. I 
hope to see you there!

GOOD TIMERS’ By Sandra Boykin

Happy New Year to 
everyone! 

 The Good Timers closed out 2022 with 
a Christmas bus trip to St. Augustine and a 
wonderful and joyful Christmas luncheon. 
The food catered by Mario’s was excellent and 
we ended with a Yankee Swap.
 At our last meeting of 2022 we elected new 
officers for 2023.

This is How We Roll. Every Sunday evening starting Promptly at 5 PM. Very Social,
Non-Committal and Tons of Fun! We have Adult Beverages & Dinner at the Pub

following the game(s). Let’s see How You Roll, come join us.
Please contact Janet DeCosmo at 239.776.9161 for more information.

“Bocce & Burgers”

Sandy Boykin, President
Laura Dritt, Vice President

Harriet Hart, Treasurer
Bette Ewing Cheney/Bertie Dugo, Secretary

 We are looking forward to a new year filled 
with tours, luncheons, cruises, plays and games. 
So, please join us. Dues will be collected ($30) at our 
next meeting, Tuesday, January 3, at 4:00 p.m. in the 
Starlight Room. Socializing starts at 4:00 following 
the meeting at 4:30. Hope to see you there.
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GERHARDT SCHWEYHER
BOB BROWN

 If you are aware of the passing of any of our 
residents, past or present, please email the information 

to us at toweredit@yahoo.com or drop off at the HOA 
office so that we can post here as a memorial. 

In Memory of

EDITOR’S NOTE
 It’s hard to believe that it has been a year since I took over editorship 
of The Tower. A huge thank you to all those who have contributed, Lisa 
Bellanca and the HOA, and Mike from the Florida Mariner magazine for 
making this year go so smoothly! Here’s to a great 2023!
 Just a friendly reminder to make sure any articles or announcements 
are submitted by the 10th of the month. I do my best to send a reminder 
to regular contributors each month, but, as was the case this month – 
due to the untimely death of my computer – I am not always able to do 
so. The Tower is such an important community resource - not only does 
it keep residents informed, many of us look forward to our favorite 

features each month. Please help me do my best to keep it full of the features and stories we all 
look forward to by submitting on time. And, don’t forget, we always welcome new ideas and 
submissions!   ~ Cindy Swisher
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RED HOT COUPON SPECIAL
ALLOW 8 to 12 WEEKS FOR SCHEDULING

COUPON  - Pre-Season Clean & Check - COUPON

573-8100SECURITY AIR CONDITIONING
12816 Eagle Road, Cape Coral, FL 33909  

THIS COUPON CANNOT BE
USED FRO REPAIR CALLS.
REPAIR CALLS..........$95.00

KEN JEFFRIES
Owner

45 Years Serving Lee County
State Certified
CAC 1815422

$59.00 per system  - Pre-scheduled appointments only Expiration Date 12/1/23

1. - Calibrate Thermostat
2. - Clean All Filters
3. - Check Freon
4. - Check pressures
5. - Check Condensate Drain

6. - Lubricate All Fan Motors
7. - Tighten Electrical Connections
8. - Check For Excessive AMP Draw
9. - Check Coils
10. - Evaluation of Entire System

GULF COAST
AUTO REPAIR, INC.

Come to the people you can trust!

26 Cardinal Drive  •  N. Fort Myers, FL 33917
Corner of Pondella and Old 41

239-997-8333
FAX: 239-997-0799      GULFCOASTAUTOREPAIR1@GMAIL.COM

Specializing in all 
American and foreign 
auto repairs.

• PRESSURE WASH OF DRIVEWAYS, ROOF, POOL DECKS, & DOCKS

• INTERIOR PAINTING
• EXTERIOR PAINTING
• WALL REPAIRS
• STAINING OF DOCKS, POOL DECKS, & DRIVEWAYS

BEFORE AFTER

CONTACT US FOR A FREE ESTIMATE
Phone: 239-465-6975 / 786-724-6348

Email: advancedpainting239@gmail.com   Website: www.advancedpainting239.com

CERT INFORMATION
 The Del Tura Community Emergency 
Response Team (CERT) continues to work 
on improvements to our organization. After 
hurricane Ian we pinpointed areas that we felt 
we could improve. At our monthly meetings we 
discuss, plan, and practice the improvements 
we would like to make. CERT meets on the first 
Wednesday of the month. If you are interested, 
please reach out to Bertie Dugo for additional 
information at 617-974-8502.
 We have two new members, Susan Adgate 
and Susan Koppenhafer. These new members 
passed the CERT Training Class and ISO-100. 
Congratulations to you both; we look forward 
to working with you.
 On December 12th the CERT team hosted the 
second annual Santa Shuttle. Del Tura residents 
who would not normally be able to view the 
community decorations are chauffeured in golf 
carts throughout Del Tura to see the beautiful 
holiday light displays. These special residents 
are the first to see the homes and pool chosen 
by the HOA as winners of the community 
decorating contest.  A fun time was had by all. 
Participants left with a special goodie bag put 
together by the CERT members.

 Thank you to all the residents who 
participated in the November 28th Blood drive. 
22 donors came, and they collected 19 units. The 
next blood drive is being organized for February 
2023.
 The Toys for Tots collection was very 
successful this year. We collected five large 
black bags of unwrapped gifts and two bicycles. 
These items were delivered to the North Fort 
Myers Fire Department to be distributed to local 
children in need. Thank you to everyone who 
donated.
 As we go into 2023, the entire CERT 
membership would like to wish everyone a 
Happy New Year!



7www.DELTURA-HOA.com JANUARY 2023941.312.0665 Island Visitor Publishing

239-542-9511 239-851-0982

Clifford Law Firm, LLC
Trusts, Estates, Probate, Divorce

Cape Coral, FL

Ellen W. Clifford
Attorney-At-Law

ellenwclifford@gmail.com

AT THE HYDRANT By Justine Fitzgibbons

 We are Pink and Floyd, and we are 
2 1/2 year old Puggles, which is half 
Pug and half Beagle. We got our name 
from my mom’s favorite band. It was 
supposed to be just me, Floyd, but 
when my mom and dad heard that my 
sister, Pink, was waiting to be adopted, 
they knew we had to be kept together. 
I’m so glad they did that because we 
just love each other. 
We have a ton of chew bones, but 
whatever chew bone I have Pink wants, 
and whatever chew bone Pink has I 
want. We know we’re not supposed 
to, but we just can’t resist chewing on 
blankets, so most of our blankets look 
like Swiss cheese. People say that’s 
because we’re still puppies, but my mom doubts 
we’ll ever stop. 
 Our favorite thing to do is taking our dad, 
and sometimes mom, for a walk. They don’t 
always walk as fast as we would like them to, 
so pulling them down the street makes us very 
tired. 
 We really like when mom and dad go away 
for vacation, because then Aunt Sue comes over 
to stay and she brings Cousin Augie, and we 

play and play and play. When she’s not staying 
at our house, we watch out our back door and 
get so excited when she drives by in her golf cart.
 We really like when our friend Alexa tells us 
when someone is at the door, because sometimes 
it means we get new chew bones. 
 We really don’t understand what my mom 
and dad mean by saying “it’s like being parents 
to toddlers at 65 years old”, but we think it must 
be a good thing because they wouldn’t have it 
any other way.

The 
Poolside Pub

Specials Every Day!  •  Happy Hour Every Day 3-6 PM
Visit our website at: poolsidepublife.com

The 
Poolside Pub

THE FOUNTAIN GRILLE IS OPEN EVERY DAY!
Serving Breakfast and Lunch EVERYDAY•  8 AM - 2 PM

Thursday and Friday Nights 3-7 PM

CALL 239-543-1978 for “TO-GO” ORDERS

SATURDAY:
Lunchtime Food & Drink Specials

Karaoke Party at 6:30 PM

SUNDAY:
Watch every game here.

FOOD & DRINK SPECIALS

               VOTED COLDEST BEER & BEST WINGS!
                 MONDAY   Dance Party Inside For A True Party Bar Experience 5 PM!  
                      TUESDAY TACO TUESDAY 
                      Hard & Soft Shell Tacos and Burritos Available All Day and All Night!     
                     Karaoke 6:30 PM - Close!
                      WEDNESDAY  Buy 20 Wings GET A FREE PITCHER OF BEER
                                                          LIVE MUSIC 5 PM 
                      THURSDAY  Spaghetti & Meatballs Dinner only $6.99 
                                                                     Available All Day and All Night!  
                                                       Trivia Night & Name That Tune  6:30 PM - Close!
                       FRIDAY  Live Music Every Friday Night at 6-9 PM!
                      All-You-Can-Eat Fish & Chips Only $8.99 Available All Day and All Night!

Open Everyday 11am
Serving Lunch & Dinner

Happy Hour Daily 3-6pm
Live Music & Entertainment

Daily Food Specials

The Poolside Pub

PoolsidePublife.com
TOGO FOOD 239-543-1978 OFFICE  239-543-1971
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HOLIDAY CONCERT
The Holiday Concert by the Del Tura Choralaires was really

something special!
Thanks to Janelle Shallenberger and all the members of the Choralaires!

60 + Vendors  *  Free Admission  *  Free Parking  *  Door Prizes

Invited communities consist of over 10,000 homes within a 3-mile radius including Pine Lakes, Lake Fairways, Herons Glen, 
Tara Woods, Del Tura, Heritage, Buccaneer, Six Lakes, Tamiami Village, Arrowhead, Raintree, Windmill Village, Forrest Park, 

Carriage Village, Horizon, Royal Coach and more

At the home show, it’s face-to-face with customers and specialists from every trade dealing with LIFE & HOMES.
Whatever the project, from painting a room to just looking for home finishing ideas, all will find innovative solutions and

answers to Home need questions including Expert advice from Nurseries on Plants & Landscaping.
Plan today to be a part of our Pine Lakes Men’s Club Home and Garden Show!

Also featured are specialists from the MEDICAL and INSURANCE FIELDS

Pine Lakes Country Club

4 miles north
of the

Shell Factory
on US 41

Friday, 10th February 2023  •  9AM - 3PM
Pine Lakes Club House

LUNCH MENU WILL BE AVAILABLE

EVERYONE
WELCOME

FOOTandANKLE
WELLNESS CENTER

Bradley Habuda, DPM

239-656-6565
info@fortmyersfootwellness.com

www.FortMyersFootWellness.com

16251 N. Cleveland Ave., Suite 7
North Fort Myers, FL 33907
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NINE HOLE WOMEN’S GOLF By Sandy Gove

HAPPY NEW YEAR 2023!
 The nine-hole league enjoyed a busy 
December. The annual two-day Member-
Member event December 14 and 15 paired 
members who play a variety of games then pool 
their best scores to determine a winner. The first 
day players were seen dressing in “team colors”, 
or in costumes (simple to outrageous) that were 
judged, and prizes given for the best costumes-a 
tradition that’s all in good fun.
 The names of winners are posted in the 
dungeon along with photos of participants, so 
consider checking them out!
 Following the second day of play, members 
gathered in a festive Ballroom for a lovely 
Holiday Luncheon ably catered by our very own 
Nick.
 The General Meeting followed the luncheon 
with the Members’ Annual Charitable Giving 
this year designated for the benefit of a deserving 
long-term golf course employee, who lost her 
home due to Hurricane Ian and is recovering 
from a recent serious accident. These funds will 
be combined with those of other groups for the 
greatest impact.

 The Club Championship, a two-day event, 
will start off the season, on January 18 and 19, 
with a luncheon to follow play on the 19th. All 
members of the golf course are encouraged to 
sign up for this event of friendly competition. 
Watch for emails and/or check out the dungeon 
for details.
 The Valentine Couples’ Challenge, Dinner 
and Awards is coming up quickly on Wednesday, 
February 8, so mark your calendar now for this 
fun event!
 WELCOME to the following new members 
who will be joining us on Thursday mornings 
for golf: Bonnie Bisignano, Brenda Clark, LuAnn 
Condon, Loretta Meegan, Marcy Wagner, Karen 
Wright, and Mary Jane Wolfe. We are looking 
forward to golfing with you!
 Should you have an interest in our group, 
or have questions, please contact Kathy Klein, 
Membership, at 715-927-1163. Here’s to the New 
Year 2023, golfing, enjoying fresh air in a lovely 
setting, getting together with friends, making 
new friends, learning a new skill or improving 
skills we have, and developing patience with 
ourselves and others.

 See you on the tee!

 
 

 

 
  

CAC042699 

Custom Cooling & Heating, Inc. 

239-731-5545 
 

NEW CUSTOMER COUPONS 
 

**$20.00 OFF** 
SERVICE CALL 

OR 

**$10.00 OFF** 
CHECK-UP 

 

If your A/C system is not running or 
cooling, or you just need a check-up, call 
us! 24/7 service and we arrive on time! 
We service ALL Makes & Models. 
 
 

*MUST PRESENT COUPON* 
New Customers Only - EXPIRES 12/31/22 

TIRED OF WASTING MONEY ON 
A/C REPAIRS???? 

Call for a free estimate today! 

 

The Second Wind 2414 Premium 
UV light is an 

**FDA APPROVED CLASS II 
MEDICAL DEVICE** 

& provides premium mold, odor 
and air purification protection. 

Tested and proven to be effective 
against virus and airborne 

pathogens that can cause infections 
from: E.coli, Influenza, 

Tuberculosis, Coronavirus, 
Adenovirus and more. 

Present this AD and get a $75 
discount on a new UV Light. 

 

Offer good until 12/31/2022 

            ***MANUFACTURED HOME SPECIALIST SINCE 1990***  

 

 
 
 
 
 

CONFUSED ABOUT MEDICARE?
New to Medicare?

Had Medicare for a While?

CALL ME TODAY to get ALL your 
Medicare questions answered.

The WRONG Plan can result in THOUSANDS
of WASTED DOLLARS in MEDICAL EXPENSES.

SEE if we can
COVER SOME OF THOSE EXPENSES

and SAVE YOUR RETIREMENT DOLLARS.

JUDITH VELLA
Certified Medicare Specialist

LAKE FAIRWAYS RESIDENT

239-599-4926
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Editor
Cindy Swisher

Co-Editor
Karen Handley

Staff
Darlene Fincham
Dennis Cottini

HOA Website
Cindy Brinton

Circulation Coordinator
Sue Brown

Distribution Coordinators
Frank Bellanca, Dan Larson,

and Sue Larson

Distribution Captains
Mark Donahue, Steve Fincham, 

Sandy Rolando, Sandy Vassallo, Patty 
Large, Karen Miller and Sue Larson

And 60+ Delivery Volunteers

HOA Liaison: HOA President
Many thanks to all the volunteer residents who have 

donated their time to “The Tower”.
We are looking for more volunteers. Please Help!

The Tower Editorial Staff

HOA OFFICE HOURS
MONDAY  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 1:00pm - 4:00pm

TUESDAY  .  .  .  .8:00am - 9:00am & after coffee - until noon

WEDNESDAY  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .9:00am - noon

THURSDAY  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Closed

FRIDAY  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .9:00am - noon

SATURDAY & SUNDAY  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Closed

Should you need assistance contact Ruth Ann Blevins (239) 220-9381

HOA ADDRESS: Clubhouse Lobby 
MAILING ADDRESS: 749 Via Del Sol

NAME TAGS
Any resident wishing to purchase a “Name Tag” may 
do so on Tuesday mornings at coffee, before the start 
of announcements, or call Wendy @ 309-264-9147 .

A name tag with magnet backing is $8 .00, cash only .
Tags are normally available for 

pickup the following week .

Del Tura Contact Info
Choralaires Janelle Shallenberger 765-437-2130

Coffee Hour - Tues. AM coordinator Kathy Williamson   239-825-5708

Librarian Barb Jones 239-543-6922

Del Tura Repertory Company Jacquie Keen 239-464-5544

Entertainment Committee Chair Dot Barilla 
Lynn Brenfleck

239-850-2306 
603-738-1001

Fish Medical Equipment Loans 239-997-3474 

Loan Closet (Cots, Pack-N-Play, High Chairs, etc.) Denise Rose
Sandy Vassallo

815-222-6466
248-755-1176

FISH - Friends in Service Here Ginnie Benjamins, Pres.
HELPLINE 997-3474 239-322-9863

FISH - Fruit Picking Contact Sherry Plisch 239-707-5613

FMO Membership Alberta Dugo 617-974-8502

Front Gate Guard 239-731-2523

HOA Website Cindy Brinton 267-642-6477

HOA Membership HOA Office 239-731-3461

HOA Office - Clubhouse Lobby
Tuesday after Coffee until 12pm
Wednesday 8 am-12pm
Thursday 4pm-6pm

239-731-3461

HOA GROUNDS Committee Darlene Fincham 609-617-6869

Homeowners’ Issues/Grievances Clubhouse Office 239-731-3433

Memorials Kathy Williamson 239-825-5708

Name Tags Wendy Wells 309-264-9147

Save Our Strays/ Feral Cat Information “SOS” Sherry Plisch
Karen Azza

239-707-5613
239-220-0563

Outdoor Electronic Billboard Cindy Brinton 267-642-6477

Tower - Advertising - BrionPalmer@yahoo.com Brion Palmer 941-312-0665

Tower - Editor Cindy Swisher 727-542-9653

Tower - Co-Editor Karen Handley 720-341-6352

Tower - Circulation Coordinator Sue Brown 847-910-8031

Tower - Distribution Coordinators
Frank Bellanca
Dan Larson
Sue Larson  

847-833-3258 
763-360-3192
763-360-3192

Veterans: Bricks 4 Vets Jeff Meehan 651-398-6964 

Welcome Committee Sherry Cottini 239-770-7711

Lighting & Sound

Lighting Coordinator Art Keen   210-279-2093

Sound Coordinator Art Keen   210-279-2093

Please send changes to Dennis Cottini 847-707-1435 or dcottini@comcast.net
Secondary contact: Cindy Swisher - dttoweredit@gmail.com

NON-EMERGENCY CALLS - SHERIFF’S DEPT. (239) 477-1000

HOA BOARD INFORMATION
Lisa Bellanca, President – (2025)
847-833-3258,
llbellanca@comcast .net 

Art Keen, Vice President (2024)
210-279-2093,
arkeen3@gmail .com

Kathy Williamson, Director (2025)
239-825-5708, toocheep2call@aol .com 

Cindy Baron, Director (2025)
603-398-8001, cbaron50@yahoo .com

Darlene Fincham, Treasurer (2023)
609-617-6869, Darlene .Fincham@gmail .com

Laura Intini, Director (2023)
631-974-4876, lauraintini169@gmail .com

Dave Tomaszewski, Director (2023)
586-567-9290, justforfun300803@yahoo .com

Tower – Advertising 
Publisher: Island Visitor Publishing

To advertise in print, contact: Brion Palmer at
941-312-0665 or email us at BrionPalmer@yahoo.com 

Contributing writers are acknowledged with bylines 
accompanying their submissions. Attribution for photos are not 
included unless supplied. We sincerely thank everyone for their 
contributions. Your articles help showcase the strong and diverse 
community that makes up Del Tura.
The Tower is published monthly from October through May. 
Summer issues are condensed: June/July and August/
September. All ads are subject to the approval of the publisher. It 
is the responsibility of the party placing any ad for publication in 
The Tower to meet all applicable legal requirements in connection 
with the ad such as compliance with town, county and state 
codes in first obtaining an occupational license for business, 
permitted home occupation, or residential rental property.

DISCLAIMER: Please be aware that when you hire an un-
licensed/uninsured person to do work at your home, you 
accept the liability. Island Visitor Publishing is not respon-
sible for claims made by advertisers.

LOAN CLOSET:
COTS, “PACK n’ PLAY, HI-CHAIRS, ETC 

PLEASE CALL: Denise Rose 815-222-6466 or
Sandy Vassallo 248-755-1176

NOW LOCATED IN THE MAINTENANCE AREA

GENTLE REMINDER
Please be aware that when you hire an

unlicensed/uninsured person to do work at your home, 
you accept the liability.

The Del Tura Phone Book is not compiled by “The Tower”.
It is produced by Hometown America. Please contact the

HT office 731-3433 for errors and omissions.

FISH
MEDICAL EQUIPMENT

Anyone needing to borrow equipment from
the Medical Equipment Loan Trailer.

Contact FISH at 239-997-3474.

SUBMISSION INFORMATION
News Items for “The Tower” – Please email article, flyer,

and photos (if any) to: dttoweredit@gmail.com
THE HOA WEBSITE – www.deltura-hoa.com

To have events listed on the HOA Website and/or the Electronic sign 
please email flyer, photos (if any) & text for electronic sign to: 

Website Content: dttechsvcs@delturahoa.com
Electronic Board: dttechsvcs@delturahoa.com
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NORTHERN
Air Conditioning and Heating Inc.

DELIVERING AFFORDABLE, PROFESSIONAL,
AND HIGH-QUALITY AIR CONDITIONING SERVICE.

www.GetNorthernAir.com • 239-308-5021

Northern Air Conditioning And Heating Inc is a family-owned and operated business.
Our mission is to provide unmatched craftsmanship and unparalleled customer care. Whether it’s preventative
maintenance, system replacement, or system repair Northern Air Conditioning is here to serve Southwest Florida.

Resident of Tara Woods • LIC#CAC1820946

$25 Service Call - Includes Trip Charge & Diagnosis (Not Parts or Freon)

$500 OFF - New Install System

$59 OFF - Maintenance Special

Save Money
and

Stay Cool

No Service Contract Needed

 Beginner Ballroom dance lessons will be offered on Mondays 
in January and February in the Starlight Ballroom from 5-6pm 
beginning January 9. Partners are not needed. Come and learn 
some basic beginner steps to popular dances that can be used on 
the dance floor of Del Tura.
 For safety, please wear smooth soled shoes, no flip-flops.
 Contact Cindy or Ken Baron at 603-398-8001 with any questions.
 Hope to see you in January!

 WATCH THIS SPACE AND COME TO TUESDAY COFFEE 
FOR MORE DETAILS.
 SHOW WILL BE MARCH 9th, 10th, and 11th.
 ~ Jacqueline Keen, Director 

BALLROOM 
DANCE LESSONS 
IN DEL TURA

THE DEL TURA 
REPERTORY 
COMPANY IS BACK!

OPERATING WITH 20 PLUS YEARS 
EXPERIENCE IN THE

INSURANCE INDUSTRY

CONTACT US 
TODAY!

Niles Wood, FL License #E143090

941-404-5499
Josh Crater, FL License #W732295

863-949-0103
Email: claims@woodadjusting.com

IS YOUR
PROPERTY

DAMAGE CLAIM 
GIVING YOU A 
HEADACHE?

LET US
HELP YOU!

• New claims
• Existing claims
• Denied claims

WE CAN HELP 
WITH YOUR CLAIM 
FROM START TO 

FINISH!

FREE INSPECTION 
AND

CONSULTATION 
INCLUDED

CALL US 
FOR YOUR

• Water Damage

• Fire/Smoke Damage

• Wind/Storm Damage

• Lightning Strikes

• Flood Damage

We work for YOU!
Not the insurance 

company.

Contact us to see 
how we can help!

THIS IS A SOLICITATION 
FOR BUSINESS. IF YOU 

HAVE HAD A CLAIM FOR AN 
INSURED PROPERTY LOSS 
OR DAMAGE AND YOU ARE 

SATISFIED WITH THE
PAYMENT BY YOUR
INSURER, YOU MAY
DISREGARD THIS
ADVERTISEMENT.
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THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU!

HEALTH FAIR

THANKSGIVING DINNER AT DEL TURA

 Another successful Craft Fair is in the books. Even 
though we had the challenge of Hurricane Ian, which 
caused a date change from November 4th and 5th to 
December 9th and 10th, we still wound up with 60 
vendors with about one third being Del Tura residents. 
I’d like to extend a gigantic thank you to our craft fair 
volunteers for their immeasurable hard work to support 
our annual fundraiser craft fair and raffle. Proceeds for 
2022 will go to Partners for Breast Cancer Care and the 
general HOA fund to hopefully be used toward new 
sound equipment. Darla Greer and Sue Larson headed 
up the raffle which brought in an amazing $1,211. Total 
funds raised this year amounted to $4,032. Thank you, 
Julie and the office staff, for renting the additional 

tables needed, as well as the maintenance crew that 
set up the tables perfectly! 
 A big thank you to the men and women who helped 
the vendors bring their merchandise in and out of the 
fair, as well as traffic control, parking lot attendants 
and shuttle drivers, especially since they had the extra 
challenge of a golf tournament on Saturday. One more 
group that I can’t thank enough is the team that helped 
to pack up all the rental tables, while at the same time 
transforming the Starlight Ballroom from a craft fair 
of long tables back to a ballroom of round tables so 
the room could be setup for a Choralaires practice that 
evening and performances the next day. Because of 
everyone’s positive energy and “get it done” attitude, 

our vendors were very pleased with everyone’s help 
and how organized it was from their arrival to their 
departure. 
 Thank you to our generous residents for their bake 
sale donations, as well as Debby Peck, Beth Wilkerson 
and Mary Jane Wolfe, who headed the bake sale. They 
raised $1,200 to help one of our own, Sandy Garrett, a 
Del Tura associate, who was injured in an accident just 
a few weeks after Hurricane Ian completely destroyed 
her home. 
 I cannot thank all of the volunteers enough, and 
honestly, we could not have done it without you. Your 
generosity and kindness are what makes Del Tura a 
wonderful place to live!  ~ Darlene Fincham

WEDNESDAY, 25 JAN 2023 HEALTH FAIR
Starlight Ballroom 9 to 12

Once again, it’s time to mark your 
calendars and Save The Date!

 Last year’s Health Fair was a huge success, and 
this year promises to be even better! Bertie Dugo and 
her team of volunteers have been busy contacting 
doctors and vendors to come to the fair and provide 
you with useful information once again. They make 

it so easy for us to get all the information we need on 
physical fitness, insurance, crime prevention, Captel 
captioned telephones for the hearing impaired, and 
funeral and cremation preparations. Our neighbors, 
the North Fort Myers Fire Department, will also be a 
part of this event, as will LEE HEALTH. 
 After Hurricane Ian we had to clean our yards of 
debris and now is the time to clean out your medicine 
cabinet and bring all your expired or no longer needed 
drugs to the fair to dispose of properly. Vendors 

that were unable to make it to the fair last year have 
promised to attend this year, so there WILL be some 
new items of interest.
 There will be FREE raffles throughout the event 
but you have to be there to win, so plan on staying a 
while and going home with lots of useful information 
to help you enjoy your retirement years.
 For more information contact Bertie Dugo at 
Ad4088@comcast.net or 617-974-850
 HOA SPONSORED

 The Community Thanksgiving 
Dinner, hosted by HOA on 
November 23, 2022, was such a 
special event. It was wonderful to 
see our Del Tura family and friends 
gather for a beautiful celebration 
feast and to give thanks for each 
other and our fabulous community. 
 We served approximately 275 
people, which included 30 meals 
delivered to our home bound 
residents. While the food was 
provided by HOA, we asked for a 
donation of $5 to help our community organizations 
that lost most, if not all, supplies due to Hurricane 
Ian. A lot of supplies were damaged when the storage 
building’s roof was lost. 
 Contributions to this fundraiser amounted to 
$2,000. The funds were equally distributed among 

the following community organizations: 
Clubhouse Decorations, Main Gate Entrance 
Decorations, Loan Closet, Entertainment Committee 
and CERT. The CERT team depleted most of their 
supplies including tarps and other emergency 
items that provided for the needs of the community 
immediately after the hurricane.

 We would like to thank all the people that donated, 
as well as all of the volunteers that helped with ticket 
distribution, collecting items for the raffle table (we 
had over 100 prizes), cooking, decorating, serving and 
delivery to make this event a delicious and fun event.
 ~ Darlene Fincham

Once again Del Tura lit up the night
with its annual Holiday Entrance

Lighting ceremony.
Thank you to all who volunteered and 
participated in this holiday tradition.
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This form may be used for initial or renewed HOA Membership, Birthday/Anniversary info and/or Tower Delivery 

Info.  You do not need to complete each section if not applicable to your needs.  
  

Membership Application   
  

$12 US per household, per year.  Make checks payable to Del Tura HOA  
  

Names in Household: ________________________________________________________________________________ 

Del Tura Address: _______________________________________________________________ Renter:         Owner:    

Phones: ____________________________________   ____________________________________________________  
 

For the correct listing of your Birthday and/or Anniversary 
 
Birthdays                                                                                                 Anniversary   

Name: ____________________________________                      Names: ________________________________________  

Month: ________________  Day: ______________                       Month: _______________ __ Day: __________________  

Name: ____________________________________                      Year You Were Married: __________  

Month: _______________  Day: ______________  
 

Official HOA Email 

Pursuant to Florida Statute 617.0141 a signature must be obtained if you want official HOA email.  You may 
opt out of HOA email at any time by contacting the HOA office or emailing DTTechSvcs@delturahoa.com. 
 

My signature signifies that I am requesting the receipt of official HOA email:____________________________ 

My email (please print) is: ____________________________________________________________________ 

 

HOA-Tower Delivery Travel Plans (please do not deliver “The Tower”)  

If you plan to be away and do NOT wish to have “The Tower” delivered, please complete this section 

Name: ____________________________________________________________________________________________  

Local Del Tura Address: ______________________________________________________________________________  

Stop Delivery On: _________________________________  Start Delivery On: __________________________________  

If you don’t know your return date, please email toweredit@yahoo.com when you have a date delivery should begin 
again.  Also, if you wish to have your Tower mailed to your alternate address, please contact the same email address 
to set-up delivery (there is a charge for mailing the tower) or complete the form in the Tower or at the HOA office. 

Please return this form to the HOA Office, 609 Sierra Madre 

  

Do you like to laugh? REALLY like to laugh? Then save 
the date: March 18 and 19, 2023 Those of you who have 

been here a few years will remember the hysterical
MAKE ‘EM LAUGH SHOWS

And, for those of you who are new to Del Tura,
you are in for a real treat!

“NIGHT OF SHENANGIANS” Still featuring your 
Del Tura Asylum Players.

Directed by Bob Harmon and Produced by 
Linda Storma.

This promises to be a night of pure fun.
You know what’s even more fun? Join the cast or crew!

We have a lot of fun. We have a flexible rehearsal 
schedule, and we have all the skits ready for you so very 

little memorization. All you need is to enjoy making 
your friends laugh.

No experience necessary. Please join us if you are 
interested or want more information. Call Linda Storma 

at 239-357-4546 and leave a message. HOA Sponsored
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AROUND THE GROUNDS By Darlene Fincham

 It’s so exciting to see everyone coming back 
and I thought I’d take a minute to remind 
everyone of some important contact information. 
First, If you spot something in a common area 
that needs repair, please send an email, including 
pictures and exact location (very important), to 
delturagrounds@yahoo.com and a work order 
request will be sent to the Administration Office. 
(Note that there are some other emails that are 
no longer being monitored so only use the one 
mentioned above.) 
 Residential property issues are outside the 
Grounds Committee jurisdiction, so please 
work directly with Julie or Donna in our 
administration office. Examples of residential 
property issues would be your mailbox, your 
CLIS system, anything at your address. 
 The Grounds Committee would also like to 
say thank you to the residents who are doing 
their part to help keep Del Tura beautiful and a 
place we are proud of. We thank you for cleaning 

up your tables in the courtyard and pools by 
throwing paper and plastic disposable items in 
the trash so they don’t find their way into our 
shrubs and plants. We also appreciate that you 
bring empty pitchers, condiment containers and 
utensils back into the pub. 
 To keep things in our community nice and 
available when we need them, please close 
umbrellas when you leave a table. If you move 
tables together or add chairs from another table, 
please be respectful by putting tables and chairs 
back the way you found them. I’d also like to 
reiterate that residents are not authorized to 
move furniture from one area to another and 
this seems to be the cause of lack of furniture 
in certain areas. If you need furniture (chairs, 
tables, or umbrellas) please work with the 
administration office.
 I’d like to wish everyone a Very Happy and 
Healthy 2023!

Please Support Our Advertisers
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Activity Location Contact Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday

Exercise

Tai Chi Marjorie Lord 543-9072 8:00-9:00 8:00-9:00 8:00-9:00

Tap Dancing Starlight Ballroom Deb Cali 239-567-2925 11:45-12:45

Tura Zumba / Dance Fitness Starlight Ballroom Adele Guthreau 973-865-8336 9:00-10:00 9:00-10:00 9:00-10:00

Water Aerobics North Pool Betty Scheetz 609-477-9147 11:00-12:00 11:00-12:00 11:00-12:00

Water Noodle Aerobics North Pool Marylou Buss 612-718-7878 11:00-12:00 11:00-12:00 7:00 PM

Yoga Relaxation Starlight Ballroom Dea Wells 283-5603 10:30 - 11:30 10:30 - 11:30

Sports

Billiards, Men’s Billiards Room Harry Christopher 997-7345 1:00-3:00

Billiards, Women’s (Nov-Apr) Billiards Room Ann DeGrande 989-2206 6:30-9:30

Bocce (Nov-April) Peggy Terrasi 603-236-2209  
peggyterrasi@gmail.com 4:00 PM

Bocce and Burgers (Sept-May) Bocce Ball Court Janet DeCosmo 239-776-9161 4:00

Bowling For Fun Bowland Cape Coral Denise Goodell 614-792-3024 2:00

Bowling Mixed League (Nov-Mar) Bowland Cape Coral Denise Rose 815-222-6466 1:20

Golf, Men’s 18 Hole League Bill Gronek 810-990-5878 8:00

Golf, Men’s 9 Hole League Bart De Graaf  239-599-4404 8:00

Golf, Women’s 18 Hole League Margie Blackwell 239-789-8060 8:30

Golf, Women’s 9 Hole League Kathy Klein 715-927-1163 8:30

Horseshoes NEW Horseshoe Court Bob Brinker 586-431-0022 3:00

Pickleball Pickleball Court Janice Dodge 608-225-5227 open play open play open play open play open play open play open play

Ping Pong Jacaranda Room Lois McDonald 505-228-1222 2:00 - 4:00

Shuffleboard Shuffleboard Court Glenn Tointon 920-309-1294 12:30

Shuffleboard, Fun Couples Shuffleboard Court Darlene Brinker 586-431-0022 7:00 PM

Shuffleboard, Open Shuffleboard Court Judy Lessard 239-217-0924 2:30 10:00

Shuffleboard, Traveling Team (Dec-Mar) Glenn Tointon 920-309-1294 12:30

Softball Punta Gorda Jim Hamilton 208-313-1321 5:30 5:30

Tennis, Mixed, Open Alice Harmon 954 478 4033 
allieoop33@gmail.com 8:00-10:00 8:00-10:00 8:00-10:00 8:00-10:00

Games

Bingo, doors open at 6:00pm, sales end at 
6:45pm  (Oct-Mar) Starlight Ballroom Jack & Janet Blevons 731-0892 7:00-9:30

Bingo (all year) Starlight Ballroom Liz Poniatowski 800-2935 11:00-12:00

Bridge, Duplicate Jacaranda Room Don Mick 239-543-3203 7:00-10:00

Bridge, Open Jacaranda Room Susan McLay Weis 386-846-0395 1:00-4:00

Bunco, (*All year, 1st & 3rd Wed of each month) Poinciana Ballroom Patty Large 559-285-2389 6:00-8:30

Canasta Jacaranda Room Jean Cornwell 239-731-1580 1:00-4:00

Dominoes Royal Palm Room Ruth Anten 997-9779 5:30-9:30

Euchre Poinciana Room Marcella Carothers 731-3315 7:00-9:00

Farkle Poinciana Ballroom Ruth Anten 997-9779 6:00-9:00

Hand, Knee & Foot Card Game Poinciana Room Donna Moore 543-5262 1:00-4:00 1:00-4:00 1:00-4:00

Mahjong Jacaranda Room Jean Cornwell 239-731-1580 1:00-4:00

Mahjong Card Room II Pat Steele 863-446-2685 6:00

Mahjong Card Room I Dianne Bevilacqua 567-2234 1:00-5:00

Mahjong Card Room I Rheta Kanen 731-0809 7:00

Mahjong Card Room II Ruth Anten 997-9779 6:00

May I Card Game Royal Palm Room Jane Sheaffer 330-201-6128 1:00-4:00

Mexican Train Jacaranda Room Barbara Turner 301-367-0917 1:00-4:00

Pinochle Jacaranda Room Marcella Carothers 731-3315 6:45-10:00

Rummi-kub Jacaranda Rroom Jean Cornwell 239-731-1580 1:00 - 4:00

Texas Hold ‘Em Card room 1 Mark Clover 239-980-3964 3:00 3:00 3:00

Other Activities and Clubs

Blood Pressure Readings (before coffee) Starlight Ballroom Marcella Carothers 731-3315 8:00-9:00

Card Making (Oct-April) Royal Palm Room Mary Kay Tointon 920-309-2121 
Gay Dye 614-519-8045 9:00-12:00

Ceramics Across from bocce court Ruth Ann Blevins 239-220-9381 9:00-12:00 9:00-12:00 9:00-12:00

Choralaires, (Sep-Mar) Starlight Ballroom Janelle Shallenberger, 765-437-2130 6:30

Coffee & Social Hour Starlight Ballroom Kathy Williamson 239-825-5708 8:00

Creative Writers Group Banyan Tree Nancy Davy 239-599-4631 4:00 PM

Garden Club, (*1st Friday of month) Jacaranda Room Rosemary Eiden 813-220-9269 10:00-11:00

Good Timers, (*1st Tuesday of month) Starlight Ballroom Sandra Boykin 410-491-8824 4:00*

Library, open every day Clubhouse, 
Lower Level

Barb Jones 239-543-6922 
Kathleen Quigley 239-543-1067

Quilting/Sewing Club Starlight Ballroom Wendy Wells 309-264-9147 After Coffee 
until 3:00 

Video Corner (check hours in the Library) Clubhouse, 
Lower Level Elaine Schnur 239-464-0623 1:00-3:00

Wood Carving (Nov-May) Ceramic Room Bernie Forsey 239-217-6024 9:00-12:00

The Daily Activity Schedule is updated on a monthly basis. Contact Dennis Cottini, dcottini@comcast.net, 

or Cindy Swisher, toweredit@yahoo.com, with any changes prior to the 10th of each month.DAILY ACTIVITY SCHEDULE
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TOWER DELIVERY INFORMATION 
When can I expect to receive my monthly 

TOWER NEWSPAPER?
 The Tower is scheduled to be delivered to 
the HOA office on the last Friday of each month. 
The papers are then divided into routes for the 

distribution volunteers who strive to deliver 
your paper to you by the following Monday 
evening. If you do not receive your paper by that 
time, please contact the distribution team. Note: 
Only HOA members receive the Tower.

 
HOA Tower Delivery Mailing Information 

  
If you would like to have your Tower mailed to another address while you are away from DelTura you 
need to complete this form and mail it or turn it In to the HOA office at 609 Sierra Madre with payment 
in full for the number of Issues you want mailed.   
 
The cost of mailing the Tower is USA $2.55/Canada $3.50 per issue.  June/July and August/September 
are each one issue. 
  
 
 Name: ________________________________________Phone #___________________________ 
 
  
 Del Tura Street Address: ____________________________________________________________ 
 
  
 Address to mail Tower to:  __________________________________________________________ 
 
  
 Months you want the Tower mailed: __________________________________________________ 
 
  
 Amount enclosed: ______________________________________ (make checks out to Del Tura HOA) 
  
 

If you would like to have your Tower mailed to another address while you are away from Del Tura 
please complete this form and mail it or turn it in to the HOA office at 609 Sierra Madre with payment 
in full for the number of issues you want mailed.

549-7701
or

Mobile
851-3102

“Dirty White Carpets Are My Specialty”

“Call Jack Get Jack”owner/operator

HUGHES
CARPET CLEANING

Experience My Experience
“Cleaner & Dryer”

Serving Lee County For Over 35 Years
Specializing in Carpet and Upholstery Cleaning

Business / Residential
Long time cleaner for Hometown America in Del Tura

Licensed    Honest
Insured     Dependable
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We can help!
Call to see how we can cure the drudgery
of housework, grocery shopping, driving to 

and from appointments and much, much more
including hourly care giving in your home by
a competent, background checked individual.

239-770-7711

Need Help From The Kids?

REFLECTIONS
“My Wish for 2023”

 If I could have but one wish for the New Year, 
it would be for “Peace”. Peace for our world, peace 
for our communities, our families, and ourselves. 
My wish list would start and end with that hope. 
How can my wish become a reality?
 “Will there be peace on earth? How can that 
become a reality for all of us? Is it still possible 
in a world that seems to be filled with so much 
despair and distrust? In my heart I still think it’s 
a possibility. How can it happen one might ask? 
What can we do to make this wish a reality? A good 
place to start is right here in our own backyards, 
making peace through love and sharing. We don’t 
always agree on what’s right or wrong but that 
doesn’t mean we have stopped caring for each 
other.
 If we could only find that empathetic place in 
our hearts before we become blind to the feelings 
of others. So when we’re faced with making the 
choice of speaking those words which we can never 
take back, let’s try to find that special place and let 
our hearts choose the words for us.
 Give someone the gift of listening. It speaks 
volumes to bringing peace to a person who has 

feelings of despair. Sometimes all a person needs is 
your time, just enough time to allow them to work 
through their own feelings. Many times they are 
not looking for advice , they are actually looking 
for a friend that cares enough about them to listen. 
Be that friend that helps them find peace within 
themselves.
 It’s the little things we all say or do individually 
for our friends and families that will give us the 
daily peace we need to enjoy our lives. After all, 
isn’t that what we all want? If we can continue to 
spread random acts of kindness here and outside 
the gates of Del Tura then we are certainly doing 
our part to encourage peace in our world!
 Well, my dear friends, these are my sincere 
wishes for the New Year. It won’t be an easy task, but 
I truly feel they are the most important resolutions I 
can make for 2023. Let each of us become a beacon 
of hope to others as we work together to spread 
peace throughout our community and work 
together towards peace within ourselves and our 
world.

 May peace, love, and good health be with each of you 
throughout the New Year.
 Sincerely, Dianne 

By Dianne J. Roderick
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239-543-1483 | 2501 Gran Via

TK’S HAIR DESIGN
at Del Tura Country Club
Open to the Public

Located on the ground floor of
the Main Building at Del Tura Club 
house. We offer trendy haircuts 
and styles with a variety of latest 
hair products including shampoos, 
conditioners, hair colors and
other hair products.

• Shampoo
• Blow Dry
• Cut & Style
• Color
• Highlights
• Mens Cut
• Perms

• Waxing
• Manicures
• Pedicures

* Some procedures
  by appointment
       only!

TENNIS AT DEL TURA  By Jacqueline St-Jean

WELCOME TO WINTER TENNIS 
 The Del Tura Tennis Association hosts a 
number of activities throughout the winter 
season at our tennis courts situated by the North 
Pool.
 There is Open Tennis on Mondays, 
Wednesdays, Fridays and Saturdays for anyone 
wanting to play from 8:00 to 10:00 am on Courts 
1, 2 and 3. Come and join us. Just show up 
during these times and you will automatically 
be included in the group. 
 All DTTA members are advised that the 
Annual General meeting is January 8, 2023, at 
12:30 pm. Please tell a member of the Board if 
you are planning to attend. 
 Six (6) new FREE lessons each Tuesday for 
beginners or people who need to refresh their 
skills will start Tuesday, January 24 from 10:00 to 
11:00 am and end on February 28, 2023. Racquets 
and balls are provided. 
 January 14 & 15 will see the first of two 
Friendship Tournaments. Players of all levels are 
invited to participate. We expect approximately 
50 players from 8:00 am to mid-afternoon both 
days. Winners will be declared at the end of the 
second day. There are still a few days left to 
sign-up via the Del Tura email address. 

 The winter intramural leagues will be starting 
January 9. The participants will be posted in the 
screened room by the tennis courts. 
 Here is the list of our travelling teams playing 
at home in January:

January 11, 2023, 10:30 am
Crown Colony vs Bronze team

January 13, 2023, 10:30 am
Fiddlesticks vs Nickel team
January 18, 2023, 10:30 am

Gulf Harbour Net Assets vs 3.5 Minus team
January 18, 2023, 12:30 pm

Cross Creek Estates vs Bronze team
January 20, 2023, 10:30 am 

CCRC vs Nickel team
January 25, 2023, 10:30 am

Renaissance vs 3.5 Minus team

 Please feel free to come and watch and 
encourage our players.
 If you have any questions, please contact 
Jacqueline St-Jean at 239-599-4468 or 
jacstjean2016@gmail.com or the Del Tura Tennis 
Association at DelTuraTennis@gmail.com.
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Mrs. Doubtfire Services
Housekeeping, Food Shopping

100% cleaned to your satisfaction
using my sanitized cleaning method.

Also; window cleaning
and handy work.

Alda Gilbert
239-910-3427

Taylor Resort Homes, LLC List or Purchase your home through your neighborhood 
sales broker for homes on leased land.
TAKE A LOOK AT THESE RECENT LISTINGS:Licensed and Bonded Broker for Manufactured Homes on Leased Land

Annette Graley 941-740-2587  |  Deborah Stanton 210-416-7629  |  Sheryl Webster 248-884-0730  |  Peg Wagner 518-366-8297  |  Tom Williams 210-275-9937  
Esta Dow 239-997-2514  |  Lori Haines 570-660-9285  |  Bobbi Leslie 239-810-2629  |  Arturo Cabrera 239-810-5777  |  Charlene Wagnitz 810-360-9671

Available 7 days a week, evenings included

171 Las Palmas Blvd., Del Tura

$129,000
2905 Madera Circle, De Tura

$219,900
5486 San Luis Dr., Del Tura

$178,000
163 Las Palmas Blvd., Del Tura

$175,000

5450 San Luis Dr., Del Tura

$139,000
526 Catalina Dr., Del Tura

$189,000
4093 Avenida Del Tura, Del Tura

$199,900
2216 Del Mar Dr., Del Tura

$249,900
5401 Via Estrella, Del Tura

$209,000

SOLD

CFC041684

E & M Mech.

BOB VIGER
Reasonable Prices

For All Your Plumbing Needs

239-878-0493

SHUFFLEBOARD LEAGUE By Glenn Tointon

THURSDAY NIGHT BINGO By Jack Blevons

OUR PRO SHUFFLEBOARDERS ADD 
EXCITEMENT TO DEL TURA AMATEURS 

 As many of you already know, Del Tura 
has three Shuffleboard players who now have 
professional status. Each week they enter various 
tourneys with others from all over the state.  Jack 
and Deb Norton, along with Bill Hamilton are 
always near or at the top of many of the tourneys 
they enter.
 Their interest has spilled over and has excited 
several Del Tura players to begin entering either 
amateur or Pro/Am tourneys at Lee County and 
Riverwoods in Estero. Judy Lessard has entered 
three tourneys, one amateur, one Pro/Am 
with Jack Norton, and one all Pro with Glenn 
Tointon. Judy and Glenn decided to enter an all-
pro tourney at Lee County for the experience.  
Needless to say, the scores weren’t in their 
favor but the knowledge they learned was well 
worth the losses they encountered. Glenn, two 
weeks, ago took second in a single’s amateur 
tournament. Also, on December 8th and 9th, 
Glenn and his pro partner took second in a thirty-
team tournament.  In all, they played fifteen 
games over the two days. Glenn said he enjoyed 
winning and learning but most importantly he 
enjoyed meeting so many wonderful people.  
Martha Anneshansley has also entered several 
tournaments, taking third in the amateur
one held at Lee County. 

 If you want to get involved and learn how 
to play the game, we meet every Tuesday at 
2:20 at the Del Tura courts and play two games. 
Those new are paired with those who know the 
game and will help you get started. Everyone is 
welcome. Our goals are simple - help you learn 
the game and meet nice people. It’s not about 
winning but making new friends.

FRIDAY SHUFFLEBOARD SHOWS OFF 
THEIR ATHLETICISM  

 The Friday eighteen-team shuffleboard 
league started with a mixture of advanced and 
beginning players. After four weeks we have 
several tied at the top with 10-2 records. They are 
Cam Smith and Martha Anneshansley, Marcella 
Carothers and Kathy Boesel, and Glenn and 
MaryKay Tointon. Close behind are Dave and 
Judy Lessard at 9-3, Lynn Brennfleck and Bruce 
Blackmore, and Cyndi and Bernie Grilli, all at 
8-4.
 Our league goes late into March so, while 
these people enjoy their glory at or near the top, 
it’s proven that the records will change weekly. 
Come down to our courts on Fridays at 12:30 
and watch some fun competition.  You won’t be 
disappointed!

 First of all, Janet and I want to wish you all a 
safe and happy 2023. We hope you all had a safe 
and blessed Christmas. Can’t believe it’s 2023 
already. I guess we can’t slow down father-time.
 We will be having bingo every Thursday 
this month after missing a few in November 
and December because of the holidays and craft 
fair. We have been having really good turnouts 
which means we paid out some really nice pots 
to those lucky enough to win. Let’s keep that 
going now into the new year.

 We want to give a big thank you to all of you 
that have come early and stayed after bingo was 
done to help Janet and myself get everything set 
up and then taken down and put away again 
every Thursday night because of physical 
conditions that limit us as to what we can do. 
We certainly couldn’t ask for better friends than 
all of you.
 Looking forward to seeing you all on those 
Thursdays and best of luck winning to all of you.
 ~ Jack & Janet
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“We do not offer every plan available in 
your area. Any information we provide
is limited to those plans we do offer in 

your area. Please contact Medicare.gov 
or 1-800-MEDICARE to get information 

on all your options.”

Your Roof Covering Is The  

Umbrella That Gives You  

“Peace Of Mind” 

Don’t Wait For The  

Calm Before The  

Storm… 

 

We’re Waiting For Your Call 

239-549-ROOF (7663)  

info@roofsmartflorida.com    
www.roofsmartflorida.com 

 Guaranteed 100% Satisfaction 

 Quality Workmanship 

 On Time Scheduling 

 Drug-Free Workplace 

 No Sub Contractors 

 Family Owned & Operated 

 Fast Free Estimates 

 Shingle, Metal, Flat & Re-Roofs 

 Roof Repairs 

 Seamless Gutters 

 Soffit & Fascia  

 Licensed & Insured CCC1325883 

1345 Old Pondella Rd. Cape Coral, FL. 33909 

SENIOR 

DISCOUNTS!!  

11/15/2022
First: Tony Winn

Second: Dick Boesel
Third: Terry Huddleston

Chris Bunker (tie)
11/22/2022

First: Tony Winn
Second: Dick Slosarski
Third: Hennie Oostema

Fourth: Jeff Czuchaj
Bill Ophsahl (tie)

11/29/2022
First: Sherry Levere

Second: David Ehrenman
Kristy Glovo (tie)

Third: Elaine Slosarski

12/06/2022
First: Kristy Ciovo

Second: Greg Roberts
Third: Kathy Boesel

Fourth: Marcella Carothers

11/16/2022
First: Rocco Guerera

Second: Hennie Oostema
Third: Greg Roberts

11/23/2022
First: Henni Oostema

Second: Sonny Jelonek
Third: Marcella Carothers

11/30/2022
First: Al Oostema

Second: Sonny Jelonek
Third: Dick Boesel

12/07/2022
First: Kevin Trombley
Second: Kathy Boesel
Third: Rocco Guerera

TUESDAY NIGHT EUCHRE By Marcella Carothers 

WED NIGHT PINOCHLE  By Marcella Carothers 
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CHRISTMAS ENTRANCE LIGHTING By Marylou Buss

 When the entrance was first decorated – several 
years ago – permission had to be given by Hometown 
America for the committee to decorate the entrance. 
Over the years phone calls have come into the office 
from the public telling them how much they enjoy 
the lights from 41. Hometown America purchased 
commercial lights for the nine palm trees at the 
corner of the entrance and 41 – four of which were 
lost to Ian. The committee also had to get permission 
to design and light the arches and had to agree to 
make them high enough so as not to interfere with 
trucks coming and going in Del Tura. Ever since 
residents have driven through the entrance nightly 
on their golf carts to enjoy the lights and sometimes 
the music. The donations from the community have 
been incredible. Hometown America has increased 
the electricity at the entrance and this season 20-amp 
GFI’s were installed.
 A huge thank you to HTA and the Del Tura 
administration staff. Thank you to the maintenance 
crew. Thank you to all the residents that participated 
in the lighting. Thank you to Ray Hahn and his golf 
buddies for setting the Christmas Forest in place. 
Thank you to the residents that lay the ground 
lights. Thank you to the residents that participate 
when receiving a last-minute phone call and thank 
you to the core committee that has helped every year 

– thank you Jeff, Greg, Gary, Mark, Deb, Beth, thank 
you Rick and Jim for the music, thank you to Hank 
and Gail Reed for the large star, and thank you to 
Lynn Bailey and her husband for the Santa sleigh 
25 years ago. THANK YOU TO THE RESIDENTS 
again and again – it is you that keep this tradition 
going. Thank you to Jim O’Brien and Leon Buss for 
your vision and incredible work over the years – 
you reached 150,000 lights in 2021 and even though 
the lights were less this year they were still the best 
display on 41.
 However, the time has come for new ideas; 
therefore, I am stepping down from the Christmas 
Entrance Lighting committee. If you are interested in 
taking over, please contact myself or anyone that has 
helped, and we will give you all the support and help 
that we can. This is an incredibly fun and rewarding 
tradition in Del Tura and I know there is someone 
out there that has ideas and will keep it going! 
 I want to personally thank everyone that has 
helped over the years – so many of you and you 
have no idea how grateful Leon was or how grateful 
I have been the last couple of years. Thank you all 
from the bottom of my heart – you have made it a 
rewarding and beautiful event for so many people!!
 ~ Marylou Buss
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PROFESSIONAL PAINTING - 

WITHOUT PROFESSIONAL PRICES! 

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR, OVER 30 YEARS OF 

EXPERIENCE, POWER WASHING, HOME 

MAINTENANCE AND REPAIRS! DEL TURA 

RESIDENT . 

CALL JIM SMITH 239-247-1917 

AIRPORT? SHOPPING? ERRANDS? 
LINDA STORMA, RESIDENT & 

DEPENDABLE 

CALL (239) 357-4546

 

LOCKSMITH: DEL TURA RESIDENT 
AUTO/HOME LOCKOUTS, LOCKS REPAIRED, 

INSTALLED OR RE-KEYED . DEL TURA 

RESIDENT . LOUIS RIVET 543-1434 

HOUSE CLEANING SERVICE, 
DEL TURA RESIDENT: 

RELIABLE, HONEST, & FRIENDLY SERVICE . 

DEL TURA RESIDENT . 

CALL KAREN @ 603-543-7457 

AVON PRODUCTS SOLD BY DEL TURA 

RESIDENT . CALL PAT 239-800-5057(HOME) 

OR 631-838-4323 (CELL)

GIRL FRIDAY – RELIABLE & TRUSTWORTHY . 

HOUSECLEANING, ETC . DEL RESIDENT . 

CALL LINDA 239-560-1948 . 

HANDYMAN - PAINTING, LANDSCAPING, 

POWERWASHING & REPAIRS . EXPERIENCED 

RESIDENT . CALL JOHN AT 757-952-9485 . 

SKP HANDYMAN SERVICE -

30 YRS . CONSTRUCTION EXPERIENCE, 

QUALITY SERVICE, reasonable rates,

Del Tura Resident, 

License & Insured 

239-471-0258, 941-465-9246

 

 

 

 

 

WE BUY AND SELL old coins, jewelry and 

collectibles of all kinds . Del Tura residents Will 

& Kat Rossman . 989-1757 .

WWW .ESTATEBUYZ .COM 

NEED A NOTARY?
CALL BRENDA BLASIE 

A DEL TURA RESIDENT, AT 239-543-6104 

INDOOR PAINTING – RELIABLE, 

REASONABLE AND HONEST . 

NO JOB TOO BIG OR SMALL . 

DEL TURA RESIDENT . 

CALL KAREN 518-802-0277 

LANDSCAPING
RELIABLE WITH REASONABLE RATES 

GUTTERS, ROOF CLEANING, PALMS, 

POWER WASHING, MAINTENANCE 

OUTDOOR INSTALL JOBS INCLUDING SOD 

CALL CHARLES @ 239-440-9148 

“WHO LET THE DOGS OUT”
I’LL WALK YOUR DOGS OR WATCH OVER 

THEM WHILE YOU ARE AWAY . REFERENCES 

IF NEEDED .SUSAN @ 303-725-0666 

DON’T LEAVE YOUR HOME 
UNPROTECTED AGAINST RODENTS AND 

INSECTS GET SHIELDED!
SHIELD HOME & PEST CONTROL 

(239) 910-1133 WWW .SHIELDPCS .COM 

VETERAN OWNED LOCALLY OPERATED 

ASK ABOUT SPECIAL RATES FOR 

DEL TURA RESIDENTS 

PRESSURE WASHING 
KEEPING DEL TURA BEAUTIFUL  

ONE HOUSE AT A TIME . 

CALL RESIDENT, BOB 954-448-1171 

INDOOR PAINTING - RELIABLE, 

REASONABLE AND HONEST . NO JOB TOO 

BIG OR SMALL . DEL TURA RESIDENT . 

CALL KAREN 518-802-0277 

TAKING OVER FOR CAROLYN - CALL 

SHELLY 309-696-7944 OR KRIS 515-250-

6674 IF YOU ARE WANTING TO RENT YOUR 

HOME . WE HANDLE ALL PAPERWORK & 

PROCESSING FOR YOU JUST LIKE 

CAROLYN DID .

Classifieds

THE LAW OFFICE OF

NORMA HAND BRILL, P.A.

Virtual Office 239.997.6464
Also available for home visits, video and telephone conferences.

Wills, Trusts, Durable Powers of Attorney, Health Care Directives,
Probate, Long Term Care Planning

Certified Elder Law Attorney 
by the National Elder Law Foundation since 1996

Board Certified by the Florida Bar since 1998

rusts, Durable Powers of Attorney, Health Cay, Health Cay

Landis 
ALUMINUM

DIY Materials  •  Screen Rooms
Replacement Windows  •  Acrylic Windows

Vinyl Windows  •  Storage Sheds
Utility Rooms  •  Roof Overs
Carports  •  Room Additions

Proudly Serving N. Ft. Myers
For Over 25 Years

Still Family Owned and Operated!!

239-995-2229
Bring this ad into the store for a 

10% DISCOUNT
on any do-it-yourself material order!!
Ask about our installation specials!
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JANUARY BIRTHDAYS
1/01 Rick Manuel                                                           
1/02  Jerry McDaniels
1/02  Kathleen Bell
1/03  Ron Sergeichik
1/03  Gary Biddinger
1/04  Hilda Griffin
1/04  Martha Baird
1/04  Darlene Fincham
1/04  Arleen Mancino
1/05  Jeff Czuchaj
1/05  Jim Carroll
1/05  Linda Zadrozny
1/06  Jeffery Berlin
1/07  Lynn Everett
1/07  Carolyn Brown
1/08  Dale Simmons
1/08  Terry Hurson
1/08  Dick Wuerdeman
1/08  Deb Devlin
1/10  Joseph Furlong
1/10  Brian Cabrera
1/10  Ron Abascal
1/10  Linda Vohs
1/11  John Harding
1/11  Dave Murray
1/11  Kathy Boesel
1/11  Joyce Sinicropi
1/12  Charles Kenney
1/12  Brian Lippard
1/13  Dan Mancino
1/13  Bob Mazzara

1/13  Tina Thomas
1/14  Sam Kimbro
1/14  John Davis
1/15  Glenn Beccue
1/15  Jerry Straw
1/16  Earl Welty
1/16  Lou Rosamilia
1/16  Ruth Wedge
1/17  Marion Mulcahey
1/17  Mary Sears
1/17  Lorraine Hernaez
1/17  Cathy Peplinski
1/18  Tony Zografos
1/18  Lory Grimes
1/19  Joan  Pribyl
1/19  Rick Barney
1/19  Jack O’Hearn
1/20  Arturo Cabrera
1/20  Joseph Naumchik
1/20  Angela Silvaroli
1/20  Peter Moreton
1/21  David Daniels 
1/21  Sharon Reisenfeld
1/21  Paul Nolan
1/21  Denise McGraw
1/22  Donald Toth
1/22  Harold Brocker
1/22  Dave Gabrielcik
1/22  Tim Koppenhofer
1/22  Kim Bartleson
1/22  Donna Wren

1/23  Tom Adgate
1/23  LeRoy Hall
1/23  Richard Thurlwell
1/23  Tom Adgate
1/23  Eric Ellmann
1/24  Kim Cunningham
1/24  Janet Hoffay
1/24  Mary Sandberg
1/25  David Olson
1/25  Joseph Heidecker
1/25  Vito Sinicropi
1/25  Amy Stephens
1/25  Irene Anzalone
1/26  Diane Tobin
1/26  Ann DeGrande
1/26  Harold Voegeli
1/27  Mildred Hanrahan
1/27  Marla Naumchik
1/27  Maria Soper
1/28  Wayne Richmond
1/28  Cookie Feiner
1/28  Donna Billins
1/29  Cindy Brinton
1/29  James Wilson
1/30  Dorathy Biddinger
1/30  Diana Davies
1/30  Paula Major
1/30  Nancy Olson
1/31  John Bevilacqua
1/31  Christopher Macomber
1/31 Karen Rivet

JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES
1/01/94  Bobby &  Michelle Iwankow, 29 years
1/02/03  Don &  Diana Davies, 20 years
1/02/60  David &  Marianne Denman, 63 years
1/06/17  Jerry &  Becca McDaniels, 6 years
1/06/96  Sam &  Kitty Kimbro, 27 years
1/08/00  Richard &  Carol Dohrn, 23 years
1/12/74  Ken &  Patty Bracher, 49 years
1/13/68  Dennis &  Paula Major, 55 years
1/14   Bill &  Mary Dold, ? Years
1/17/70  Dino &  Ann DeGrande, 53 years
1/17/70  Tom &  Connie Ziegler, 53 years
1/18/67  Henry &  Dalia Shahar, 56 years
1/18/81  Bob &  Teddy Reid, 42 years

1/19/20  Donna Daley &  James Wilson, 3 years
1/19/74  David &  Trudy Wilson, 49 years
1/20/68  David &  Betty Scheetz, 55 years
1/25/86  Brian &  Roseann Lippard, 37 years
1/30/65  Dave &  Beverly Magnone, 58 years

• Your listing will get local and 
countrywide exposure!

• We are on site and available to 
show your home at any moment.

• We know how to sell the value of 
your home and also the lifestyle.

• We are a one stop shop to make 
the process stress-free!

WHY LIST WITH US:

LISTING AGENT:

Cindy Silvestri

PHONE NUMBER:

(239) 323-9761

hometownamerica.com/delturacountryclub

239-240-1181

Mr. Sparkle
WINDOW CLEANING

Window Cleaning &
Power Washing in Del Tura

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

INDOOR & OUTDOOR
(FRAME - SILL - TRIM - GLASS & SCREENS)

ONLY $15 EACH!

“Let Your Neighbor... Do The Dirty Work!”

POWER WASHING
(HOUSE - DRIVES - SIDEWALKS - PATIOS)

DEL TURA

RESIDENT
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January 2023

CREATIVE WRITERS  By Nancy Davy

 I know I speak for our entire Creative Writers 
Workshop in wishing all good health and happiness in 
the New Year. Our latest meeting, thanks to the efforts of 
the “tree crew” was back at our beloved banyan tree. Just 
a reminder that if you’d like to join us as a new member, 
please text me (607-769-5766) OR email me to let me know 
you are interested. My email address is ndavy01@gmail.
com. You’ll need to provide me with your name, your 
email address, and your cell phone number. We try to 
meet twice a month, and I routinely contact everyone with 
reminders before each meeting.
 I’m attaching our latest challenge, which is to go 
back in your memory to an early part of your life. Try 
to insert yourself back into the image of younger you 
and remember what truly made you happy at that age. 
Slowly scan forward through your life, looking at how 
your perspective changed and how you see things now.
 Define “happiness” as you presently view it and tell 
how that perception may have altered throughout your 
lifetime. What have you learned about what happiness 
really means? How do you think one achieves true 
happiness? I hope you enjoy the following responses.

What Defines My Happiness? by Dianne J. Roderick 
 At this point in my life I, without uncertainty, will 
tell you that my happiness is not defined by how much 
things glitter and shine. Nor do they include dreams 
that long for that mansion in the sky, or anything that 
is defined as material and not a necessity. My happiness 
comes in the form of little things; such as a smile, a kind 
word, an unexpected hug. Contentment with the basics 
of life, surrounded by love of family and good friends 
are the things that make my heart happy. I think from 
the very beginning of our lives our experiences have a 
way of shaping our thoughts… subtly teaching us lessons 
about true happiness as we go through each stage of life. 
Seemingly bringing us full circle so that when we get to 
this age we are reminded that what we really need is what 
we were shown at the beginning of our lives.
 As a young child, the things that made me happy were 
spending lots of time with my cousins swimming at the 
beach; laughing, fishing, walking up to the dairy farm, 
and enjoying an ice cream cone as we watched the cows 
being milked. We had so much freedom back then. We 
didn’t need a lot of material things to be happy, and very 
rarely asked. But let me tell you, we were creative when 
we had to be! We made dolls out of clothespins, put on 
shows in Gramma’s living room, made costumes from 
Gramma’s junk box of leftover material and even made 
stage backgrounds from old cardboard boxes. My cousins 
were my first friends. There are not too many of us left 
anymore, but the bond that we shared was priceless.
 The teen years eventually led us into different 
directions and although we stayed close, it was time to 
make new friends. During those years I found my love for 
dancing. I couldn’t wait for Friday night, and sometimes 
Saturday. Of course, my chores had to be done by the time 
Mom got home. Happiness at that point was rushing home 
from school, putting on American Bandstand, dancing and 
swooning over the dancers, and the rock and roll stars. Of 
course, like many teenagers, my priorities were a bit out 

of order. You guessed it! No dancing that week! Priorities 
- lesson quickly learned!
 Those teen years left me with many happy memories 
and friendships that I will cherish always. It seemed all 
too soon I was facing my adult years and my happiness 
moved to a different level. I loved my life…it was carefree 
and fun but there seemed to be something missing in my 
happy heart. I couldn’t put my finger on it until I met 
this wonderful guy at work. We became instant friends, 
enjoyed each other’s company, and started dating. You 
know that missing piece of happiness that was missing? 
Well, he filled it and I felt a new kind of happiness that 
I had never experienced before in my life. My heart was 
overflowing with happiness!
 We married two years later, two wet-behind-the-
ears kids with stars in our eyes, looking ahead and 
dreaming about our future. Could it get any better than 
this? We were blessed with four beautiful children and 
four grandchildren. Just when I thought my heart was 
overflowing with happiness, I found out that the heart has 
no limits on love. It seemed all too soon our babies grew 
into adulthood and are now pursuing their own dreams.
Now in this chapter in my life, it is even clearer to me that 
true happiness has nothing to do with material things. 
The kindness, love, and caring of my family and friends 
is still what defines me and the happiness in my life. True 
happiness reflects what we have experienced and learned 
at the different stages of our lives. It’s knowing that there 
is always room for more love within our hearts even when 
we think it’s full. 

Happiness by Charlotte Ping
 As a child, I lived in the Polish neighborhood of 
Chicago until we moved to Indiana when I was 7. There 
were so many fun and exciting things to do there, and I 
enjoyed them all.
 One of my favorite things was to take the L-train 
downtown to State Street to see the Christmas displays at 
Marshall Fields. The upscale department store had eight 
floors of shopping. The windows had beautiful displays 
during the Christmas season. This was in the late 1940’s. 
My grandmother, who lived with us, would take me and 
my twin brother to see them. The amazing thing was that 
she was born in Poland and never learned how to speak 
English. In spite of that, she knew her way around the 
town and how to navigate the L-train system. We would 
walk to Lake Michigan in the summer to go swimming, 
and she would take us to the Lincoln Park Zoo, which had 
free admission. We would also go downtown to see the 
Easter Bunny in the spring.
 These are all cherished memories. Fifty years later, 
Christmas would not be one of my favorites. It would be 
a time of immense sadness.
 My first husband died on December 19th, 1994. He had a 
heart transplant three years earlier and had complications. 
He never regretted his decision to have it. He said he had 
three more years to see more grandchildren born and 
come back to Florida for three more seasons without the 
snowy and cold Indiana winters.
 Fourteen years after that I remarried. We got married 
on my favorite holiday, Halloween. Unfortunately, he died 

on our fourth wedding anniversary. A sudden growing 
brain tumor took away my happiness.
 So many memories, happy and sad, are filed in my 
memory bank. Thinking back, I feel the happy ones 
outweigh the sadness.

Happiness by Maureen Monroy 
 The pursuit of happiness is a basic human goal. Our 
Founding Fathers even included it in our Declaration 
of Independence as an inalienable right endowed by 
our Creator. Pursuing happiness and actually finding 
happiness are very different things. It would be a lot easier 
to find happiness if we knew what it was.
 When I was a child, I knew what happiness was! I 
even knew how to get there! I grew up in Anaheim, CA. 
and when you turned down what was then a barely-
paved road – Katella Avenue, you would come upon 
the epicenter of happiness – Disneyland. Admission was 
$3 – affordable even in the 1960’s. Several times a year, 
my brothers and sisters and I would spend a day filled 
with rides, music, an occasional sighting of Mickey or 
Donald, and cotton candy. Our parents would show up 
in the evening and we would eat burgers at the Carnation 
Restaurant, then we’d head over to the Castle to watch the 
parade. Every memory I have of Disneyland as a child 
is of an uncomplicated day filled with happiness and 
adventure.
 When I became a teenager, happiness was much harder 
to find. The teenage-me had no idea what happiness was. 
Much of my teenage years were spent trying to achieve 
something – a better grade, or a better athletic time. But 
the happiness from these achievements was illusive – or 
at best short lived. There were times I thought a good 
hair-day and clear skin would bring me happiness. In 
my memories, the happiest day of my teen years finally 
occurred when I realized that those days were over – 
Thank You, Lord!
 The busy and hectic adult years brought other ideas 
of what happiness might be. Marriage, children, and 
career progression brought much happiness – but with a 
hefty price of hard work and stress. And again, happiness 
seemed illusive. As I was celebrating one moment of 
family or work joy, there would be several other areas 
of stress that competed for my attention. There were no 
uncomplicated days of happiness but, rather, moments of 
happiness that ran side-by-side with worries and work.
 Now, as I watch the children and grandchildren 
move through their lives, I see life through my Senior 
perspective. It’s easier to enjoy the family members’ 
journeys because I’ve come to see that -usually- things 
turn out the way they should. With fewer responsibilities, 
I’m able to enjoy the moments of happiness in my life and 
my family’s lives.
 After a lifetime of looking for happiness, I wonder if 
perhaps the pursuit of happiness might be a rather silly 
and vain effort after all. In looking at my life, I can see 
that the times I pursued doing “what was right” often 
brought about periods of calm contentment.  Maybe this 
contentment – with an occasional trip to Disneyland – is 
what happiness is all about.


